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An Account 
Of a fmall Boo!^ in French , entitukd 
HTSTQIRE DES JOYAUX. 
JE r 

DCS Tr'tncipaks Richeffes del'Oxknt et ^st/' Occident , 
far le Sr, Chapuzeau. 

THisHiftoiy treats of Diamonds, Rubies, Emetaulds, Pearls, 
Coral, Bezoar, Yellow Amber, Amber-gris, liioigo, ^c. 
Of Diamonds , The Author fliews ; 

1. The Places , whence they are taken •, of which he finds t u<s 
Five in all the Ea/l-Jndies, whereof /wu are Rivers ^ vid. Saccac'm 
in Borneo^ and Nage in the Kingdom of Bengala •, at the bottom 
of both which 3 he faith ^ the Diamonds are found among the 
fand , after the waters , that fall as great Torrents from the 
Mountains, are run off; and the three others sxo. Mines' , in the 
Kingdoms of Dff^/;, Cuncan, and Colconda. In this Relationhe 
obferves, that the Diamonds which are found at thebottom of 
thofe Rivers, have the beftfFrff^r^ butthofe, in Mines, have of- 
ten Flatvs (which he imputes to the violent knockings of the R oc k^ 
and Blehs , afcribed to the condition of the Eartli or Sand they 
are found in , vid. when that is not pure , but fattiOi or black. He 
takes alfo notice , that Diamonds are the heavieft of precious 
Stones, as Gold isof Mettals. 

2. T!\\Q Manner , how they vire found and feparated j which is 
the fame in fubftance, with that, defcribediVwwiS. p.^iS. 

3. The Price of them , according to the proportion of their 
weight •, for which he gives this Rule. Take , faith he , a Dia- 
mond of 10 Carats: this number is to be fquared (which makes 
1 00. ) then , if the Stone be clean , each Carat according to its 
perfedion, may be worth 40 to 5o Crowns 5 if it have no good 
water,or have a Bleb or Flaw, the Carat will not be worth but liom 
10 to 30 Crowns. Som.ultiplying thefaid 100 by the number, 
which each Carat of fuch orfuchaStone may be v,'orth,che pro- 
du(5t is the price of the Stone. 

For 



For Rubies , he difcouifes alfo of the Places , where thej are 
found; and of their Price. The Places^ are, the Kingdom of 
Pegu , and thelfle of Ceylon -, whence very fetv are fuffered to be 
carried away. 'The Price is , that a good Rtiki of the weight of 
I Rati ( which is 7 of a C4r4f ) isefteemed at 20 didPagodes in 
India j each Pagsde being about 10 ilillings EngUp). 

Rat is. Pagodes, 
Of a is valued at 100. 
Of 3 250. 

Of 4 500. 

Of 5 ^co. 

Of 6 15C0. 

Of 7- 250^. 

Of 12 12000. 

Concerning Turquois , they are found in Perfia^ in the Province 
of Charnaqnaj ^ North of ifpahan^ in two Mines, called tat old 
and the Nerv Rock. Thefe of the New, are of an ill whitifh Blcwj 
butthofe of the o/i, are not fuffered to be digged out , but by the 
King of PerJU himfelf. 

Emeraiilds areaffirra'dbyhim, never to be found in the Eajl- 
Jndiesj but in Pcroit , whence they \vere carried by that Trading 
People to the Moluccas , even before America was difcovered by 
the Europeans -^ and fo they come from the Orient ; of much le(s 
value, than they were formerly , byreafon of their commonnefs. 
The Author notes , that Emeraulds grow in flones , jufl as Chry- 
ftals , forming a Vein , inwhichtheyareby little and little refined 
and thickned : and that feme of them are feen , half white and 
half green ; others, all white ; and others all green and perfed. 

To Pearls he affigns in the Orient , four places, where they are 
/i/lied : The I/]e of Baharcm in the Perftan Gulf: The Coaft of 
Arabia Fchx , near the Town oiCatif ^ over againft Baharem: 
The Ifle of Ceylon about Manar : The Ifle of ^afan. The heft 
at Cry /<?;;, but fmall; thebiggeflat 5'^^/'<7«, bucunex'en. In the 
V/e(l- Indies they are fi/Ii'd in the North-Sea , in the Hies of Mar- 
guerite, Cubagva , St. Marthc 5 and at Comana , and CornanagotCj 
ncartlic Continent 5 and inthcSottth-Seaj near Pa/j/ima: which 

A?/}er;ca}j 



C4J0 
Amtrkm(oxt^ though they are much inferiour to i\\Q Oriental , 
inLuftie , yet they for excel them in.bignefs, amounting fome- 
times (j^iithM^ Author) to 4s Carats, 

In this Relation 'tis mention'd , that fometlmes y. or 6. Pearls 
are found in one Oyfter: That Fearl-0)crs are Fed with dry and 
roafted meat, to give them better breathing : That Pearl-bearing 
Oyfters are not good to eat , being flat and hard of digeftion, &c. 



As to the Frice of good Pearls. , well fafliiond 
as follows: 

Such a Pearl of 



hemarkethit. 
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Gf Ctfr^iJj 5 He taketh notice, vi>he:re they arefifBed , and in 
'jat manner. The Places y k faith , to be mght 5 r*&r^e upon che 
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(432) 
Coa(^s of Corftcd and Sardinia ^ wd. at Argueil (where is the 
beftj Baza , and near the l(leof St. Feter : One upon the Coafl: 
of Sicily ^ r\^.:ix DrefAnum'. Two upon the Coafl: of Africa j near 
the B.t(lion of France , and at Taharca : 0^^ more ^ upon the 
Coait of Catalonia , at the CA^e of ^iers : And the lafl:, abouc 
Majorca. Obferving, that red Coral is not found, but in theMeJi- 
tjya/fcaft alone, wliere 'tis fiilied from the beginning of jipril , till 
the end of ifnly , employing commonly about 200 Boats. Tlie 
manner of fiihiog them, is with two big beams of wood, laid 
crofs wife , with a good piece of Lead on the middle, to make it 
fink, cafl:ing about it courfe Hemp, carelefly twiffed , and tying 
this Wood to two Ropes , whereof one hangs at the Sterne, the 
other at the fore-part of the Boat; and fo letting this contrivance 
fall into the Current , along the Rocks, where the Hemp being - 
turned about , and engaged in the Coral , tliere need fometimes 
many Boats to draw away thelnffrumenr. 

Bezoar he faith, is not oncly found in Golconcta-^ in the Pro- 
vince of Renquery , in the Maw of Goats , whereof fome are at 
times furnifht withadozen apiece^ butalfo at Macafar ^ in the 
Idco^ Cde'bis , in the Body of Apes ; bigger than thofe found in 
Golconda. He mentions , that the people in thofe parts , to find 
whether a Goat hath any of thofe Bezoar- fiones in its body , do 
beat his belly with their hands , and rub it , till all the flones in the 
Animal come together, and then they feel and tell them, as you 
do ftones in a Bag , &c. 
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